In seeking for a subject on which to address you In the matter of nursing, the improvement has been even more marked. In the old days it was not uncommon to have nurses who could neither read nor write, and who, consequently, ran no inconsiderable risk of giving the wrong medicine to the wrong patient. Faithful rules; each case must be considered on its merits. The scoffer says that if all cases of appendicitis were left untouched by the surgeon, the mortality over all would be less than it is to-day, but even if this were true (which I cannot believe), the leave-alone policy would be unfair to those whom operation now saves.
In the careful discrimination of symptoms and the due selection of cases lies safety, and already I think our " knowledge grows from more to more," and our position in regard to operation becomes more definite.
In the department of bladder surgery, the most noteworthy feature is the return to suprapubic method of cystotomy, and the almost complete abandonment of the perineal route to the bladder. That by the former a more complete exploration of the bladder can be effected is unquestionable, the working area also is wider and more free. WThile it is possible in most cases to get free exposure without incising the peritoneum, the fact that this structure is no longer the bugbear it was to our predecessors, justifies our trenching on the peritoneal cavity if 
